
Higher Education (HE) – 18+
There are thousands of HE courses to choose
from. The main ones are:

• Degree – usually takes between 3 and 4
years of full time study to complete.

• Higher National Diploma (HND) and
Diploma of Higher Education (DipHE) –
these usually take 2 years to finish. These
courses can often be ‘topped up’ with an
extra year’s study to convert them to a
degree.

• Foundation Degrees – employers help to
design these courses to meet skill
shortages. These can be studied by people
in employment, unemployed people and
people who want a career change.

To find out more about HE courses visit the
Universities and Colleges Admissions System
(UCAS) website at www.ucas.com or speak
to your Connexions Personal Adviser about
it. University and college prospectuses are
available to look at in your local Connexions
Centre.

Get Involved!
We want young people’s views and
opinions about how the Connexions Service
should be run. So if you want to contribute
to making Connexions a better service then
contact us through our website.
Alternatively speak to your Connexions
Personal Adviser about it.

Need to speak to someone
when we are closed?
Talk to Connexions Direct

Call us 

080 800 13 2 19
Text us

077664 13 2 19
Webchat or Email
connexions-direct.com

Connexions Centre
64 Chestergate
Stockport SK1 1NP
Tel: 0161 475 7700
Fax: 0161 476 6760

Email: enquiries@connexions-stockport.co.uk
Web: www.connexions-stockport.org.uk

The Connexions Stockport contract is managed by Stockport
Council’s Education Services.

We thank Connexions Cornwall & Devon for the original
ideas on which this leaflet is based. Thanks also to the
Health Promotion Team in Stockport for their contribution.
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It’s not always easy to
know what job to do
or how to get there.
Connexions Personal
Advisers can help you
make decisions about
jobs that will make
the most of your
talents and give you
the most satisfaction.
They can also help
you make decisions
about the
qualifications and
training that will help
you get there.

careers
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Making Choices
Are you 13-14?
• Think about what you enjoy doing

– at school and outside interests.

• Think about the things you do best
– in and out of school.

• Use your school Connexions/careers library
to find out about jobs you might like to
do and the qualifications needed to enter
those jobs.

Are you 15-16?
• Which would you rather do after leaving

school? Stay in education to get more
qualifications or leave and get a job?

• If you go into work, you can still achieve
qualifications through an Apprenticeship.

• If you stay in education, you’ll need to
find out about different sorts of
qualifications – some are more work
related than others. What suits you best?

Are you 17-18 or older?
• Think whether or not you want to enter

higher education (university or college) or
find a job?

• Would having a higher education
qualification, e.g., a degree, improve your
chances of getting the job you’ve always
wanted to do?

• Do you want to ‘learn and earn’?
Apprenticeships allow you to do this.

Do talk things through with other people,
e.g., your family, your teachers, a
Connexions Personal Adviser.

Work and Training
What are employers looking for?
• Teamwork and enthusiasm
• Literacy and numeracy skills
• Common sense
• Problem-solving and initiative
• Computer skills

Why are qualifications and
training so important?
Because:
• The more qualifications you have the more

likely you are to earn a good wage.
• There are more job opportunities for people

who have a range of skills.
• Jobs are changing and developing constantly

and good workers need to be able to keep up!

Will you be able to find a job?
No-one can guarantee you a job. However, if you
follow these general rules you should be OK:
• Aim to get the highest qualification that you

possibly can.

• Try to get experience of work. If you choose to
study full-time try to get a weekend job or do
some voluntary work. Try not to let any work
interfere too much with your studies. You
won’t learn much if you’ve fallen asleep in
classes!

• Be prepared to travel. If you aren’t willing to
travel for more than a few minutes a day then
you are limiting your job choices.

You will find job vacancies advertised in your
local Connexions Centre. Connexions Personal
Advisers are available to help you with
applications.

Education
Further Education (FE) – 16+
After leaving school you can choose to go to
a local FE college, a sixth form college or a
school sixth form. To find out what courses
are offered locally check out college and sixth
form prospectuses. These are available to
look at in your local Connexions Centre. Go
to as many college/sixth form open evenings
as you can. 
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